The pathogenicity of Mycobacterium tuberculosis during chemotherapy.
We used the guinea pig as an experimental model to investigate the pathogenicity of Mycobacterium tuberculosis. Sputum samples were injected subcutaneously into guinea pigs and the animals were killed and an autopsy performed after eight weeks. The likelihood of the sputum samples producing tuberculosis in the guinea pig was related to culture positivity rather than to duration of chemotherapy. This study does not support the belief that a change in pathogenicity occurs during treatment of pulmonary tuberculosis.